
 

Geography Reading List 
 

Book selection  

 Wider Reading Book Recommendations 

ALL 
Prisoners of Geography 

If you've ever wondered why Putin is so obsessed with 
Crimea, why the USA was destined to become a global 
superpower, or why China's power base continues to expand 
ever outwards, the answers are all here!! All leaders are 
constrained by geography, their choices are limited by 
mountains, rivers, seas and urbanisation. To follow world 
events, you need to understand people, ideas and 
movements - if you don't understand the geography, you'll 
never understand the big picture.  
 
 

 
 

The Almighty Dollar 
The dollar is the lifeblood of globalisation. Greenbacks, 
singles, bucks or dead presidents: call them what you will, 
they are keeping the global economy going. Half of the notes 
in circulation are actually outside of the USA - and many of 
the world's dollars are owned by China. But what is really 
happening as our cash moves around the world every day, 
and how does it affect our lives? By following $1 from a 
shopping trip in suburban Texas, via China's central bank, 
Nigerian railroads, the oilfields of Iraq and beyond, the 
Almighty Dollar reveals the economic truths behind what we 

see on the news every day. Why is China the world's biggest manufacturer - and 
the USA its biggest customer? Is free trade really a good thing? Why would a 
nation build a bridge on the other side of the planet? 
 
The New Silk Road 

The world is changing dramatically and in an age of Brexit 
and Trump, the themes of isolation and fragmentation 
permeating the western world stand in sharp contrast to 
events along the Silk Roads, where ties have been 
strengthened and mutual cooperation established. Following 
the Silk Roads eastwards from Europe through to China, by 
way of Russia and the Middle East, The New Silk Roads 
provides a timely reminder that we live in a world that is 
profoundly interconnected. In this prescient contemporary 
history, Peter Frankopan assesses the global reverberations 
of these continual shifts in the centre of power - all too often 

absent from headlines in the west. 
 
 
The Best Times The Worst Times 



 

  

The environmental emergency is the greatest threat we face. 
Preventing it will require an unprecedented political and 
social response. And yet, there is still hope. Academic, 
physicist, environmental expert and award-winning science 
communicator Paul Behrens presents a radical analysis of a 
civilisation on the brink of catastrophe. Setting out the 
pressing existential threats we face, he writes, in alternating 
chapters, of what the future could look like at its most 
pessimistic and hopeful. In lucid and clear-sighted prose, 
Behrens argues that structural problems need structural 
solutions, and examines critical areas in which political will is 
required, including women’s education, food and energy 

security, biodiversity and economics. 
 
 
When The Rivers Run Dry  

The world is running out of water. Even in the UK our 
reservoirs empty and there are drought warnings and hose 
pipe bans each year. Some of world's largest rivers now 
trickle into sand miles from the ocean, exhausted by human 
need. Water is 'the new oil' - except we can live without oil; 
there are no alternatives to fresh water. From Kent to Kenya, 
Fred Pearce explores the complex origins of the growing 
world water crisis. His vivid reportage reveals the personal 
stories behind failing rivers, barren fields, pollution, 
desertification, floods and water wars 
 

 

Factfulness 

This book forces students to ‘think geographically’ about the 
world around them- questioning what they see in the media. 
helps student develop an awareness of the ‘danger of single 
story’ where a place and the people who inhabit it are only 
seen through one lens. It builds essential knowledge of the 
key geographical concepts of development, inequality, 
globalisation and risk. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


