At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.
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AIMLESS
SCROLLING

Threads doesn’t currently have the
facility to search for content — only for
other users. Someone’s feed, therefore, is
made up of either threads from people
they follow or content that Meta's
algorithms have recommended. This
could result in users absent-mindedly
scrolling for long periods of time through
nothing of particular interest, in search of
that feeling of connectedness.
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THE RISKS? £ [and theloptionitolinclude =Iinks, “photosund shortyvideosiThreadslis/connecteditolaluser;s] on an Instagram login
3 A [[iﬁﬁgm their,followers{and favourite/creators/are @G}Em \ b effectively makes it 13+
little negativity on Threads. Meta pROTOCOLS
;t yet specified how they plan to moderate ’ feature, which will allow users to connect
where users can talk freely about topics account is set to ‘public’, nour posts will
atred being spread. more, people using these compatible
own. 3
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that certain data about users will be
+ health and fitness, financial information,
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DIFFERING OPINIONS %
A
claims they will encourage friendly, \ f:gortedly, Meta’s plan is for Threads
- this. As we have already seen on the and share content more easily across
meaningful to them also contains the be accessible from other linked apps
apps will be able to interact with Threads |
DATA COLLECTION R
collected and linked to that person’s
‘ browsing history, usage data, purchases,

¢ (formerlyknownlasTwitter) inithat its/altext sbased conversation/platformiwithlalcharactenlimit B e’ reliance
So far there has been relatively
positive engagements, but haven't e compatible with the ActivityPub
KA

likes of Twitter and Facebook, any ap| °"\% different apps. Therefore, if your Threads

ﬁossibillty of offence being caused or ‘ when this feature is activated. What's
users without needing an account of their -
In Threads' privacy policy, Meta states
identity, including details relating to
location, and contacts. This can paint a

very vivid picture of a user’s life, and
- Meta does not explain why it needs all
W this information.
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Just finishe ,

As Threads is linked to a user’s
Instagram account, it's comparatively \of‘b WO Threads’ tracking of every interaction,
thelf Threadds profils wthout - © o < L bictorm fool like a sophisticated
g ki

automatically deleting their Instagram sﬁ o data-collection tool. There are no
as well. Most users of Instagram, having & adverts at the moment, but — given the
spent considerable time building up a ¢ sheﬁr vocllumg of lnfgrrr?atlon b;eln .
bank of followers and posts, \;wll nfot want § gg:qef;er agCer't?sei:\qg spull?;g?é g sicte r;?qu
to lose them and could therefore feel s \
pressured into keeping their Threads $ not be long before ads start appearing
account active. 2 on young people’s Threads feeds.
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Privacy policies for apps are usually long and probably the last thing ¥
young people read (if at all) when signing up for a trending new
platform. However, we'd advise You to look through Threads’ policy and

Research has shown that young users often feel anxiety

over how manK likes they receive for their social media posts — and

question whether this reflects their real-world po&ularity. Through the

see if you agree with this level of data collection being applied to a child’s settings menu, Threads allows users to hide the likes counter on their own
account. Think critically about why Meta needs all that personal posts and others. While posts will no longer display an exact number of likes,
information, where it goes and what could be done with'it. they’ll still show the names of users who did leave a like.
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MAKE USE OF FILTERS

Like Instagram, Threads has an option to hide replies that contain
offensive words, phrases or emojis. These are predetermined by Meta,
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GO PRIVATE, AND STAY ALERT

Even if a child’s Instagram account is already set to private,
they’ll need to select this option again in Threads. In fact, it's one of

but you can also customise the list with terms that you deem offensive : the first things the app asks at sign up. Users can also choose who is

or which you don’t think are suitable for children. Furthermore, due to the Wop; allowed to mention them by name in comments. As Threads’ number of
connection between Instagram and Threads, words that you select to features increases, so will opportunities for potentially harmful content to slip
screen out on one will also be hidden on the other. through the net - so keep an eye out for any such material.
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Meet Our Expert - § The

Dr Claire Sutherland is an online safety consultant, educator and A~ N . I
researcher who has developed and implemented anti-bullying and cyber L 8 thOhCI
safety policies for schools. She has written various academic papers and | S Co"e e®
carried out research for the Australian government comparing internet ) g

use and sexting behaviour of young people in the UK, USA, and Australia.
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Source: htt_ps://ww‘\’f\'/ftﬁeggqr,g|cm.g__om/\tecﬁ;nology/»2023[1ﬁ|/n1/t'h'Fegds—app—prlvacy—user—dato—meta—pollcy | https://time.com/6292586/privacy-concerns-threads-meta/

https://ob%tit.fb.com/news/'202'§'/07/i'ntroducing—threods—new—aﬁp—text—shoring/
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