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Dear Parents and Carers,

Unfortunately, due to the previously communicated ransomware attack on our IT systems, we are unable to provide our usual Winter Newsletter. However, as we approach the end of term, we would like to share some important updates with you.

This term we have welcomed two external reviews - a Behaviour Review and an Attendance Review - carried out by the Archdiocese School Improvement Team alongside external school leaders. We are very pleased to report that both reviews were extremely positive. Feedback included comments such as:

· “An incredibly calm, positive and welcoming environment throughout the school. This was evident both in lessons and during break/lunchtimes.”
· “In the classroom setting, teachers have high expectations of quality of work, behaviour and effort. Throughout the lesson observations, pupil conduct was consistently excellent.”
· “There are high expectations of behaviour within the classroom setting across curriculum areas, resulting in good conduct and minimal disruption to learning.”
· “There is an ever-increasing culture of positivity and respect in the school.”

Of course, we are incredibly proud of all our pupils and the positive culture their behaviour creates and allows.

Following these reviews, we are also delighted to share that the school has achieved the Wellbeing Award for Schools, accredited through Optimus. This nationally recognised award reflects our whole-school commitment to supporting positive mental health and wellbeing for pupils, staff and families. We have worked closely with the award framework to strengthen our wellbeing provision, develop further our support pathways for pupils, enhance staff training, and deepen our engagement with families and external agencies. Achieving this award for the second time, confirms that wellbeing is firmly embedded in our school culture and that we are committed to continuous improvement in this vital area. 

In addition to this, we are delighted to see a continued increase in attendance this term - long may this continue! Over the summer, we celebrated excellent GCSE results, with our Attainment 8 score rising to 44.5 (above the Sefton average of 42.9). 64% of pupils achieved grade 4 or above in English and Maths (Sefton average 59.6%) and 44% achieved grade 5 or above (Sefton average 39%).

We are confident that we can build on this success again next summer and beyond.  As always, these strong outcomes are only possible when children attend school regularly. Analysis of Maricourt results data supports the national trend that pupils with 95% attendance or higher are far more likely to achieve strong GCSE passes, while pupils whose attendance falls below 90% typically see a noticeable drop in performance.  Put simply, excellent attendance gives pupils the best possible chance of achieving their full potential. 

As we move through the season of Advent, we are taking this time of preparation to pause and think of others. Form groups are contributing to our Christmas Hamper Appeal, and our Sixth Form are running a ‘coat drive’. If you have any good-quality coats that could be donated to those in need, please send them to either of the school’s reception areas.

We are preparing for our Advent Services in school, and the Performing Arts Department are busy organising the Christmas Spectacular - The Big Sing! Tickets for this event, taking place on 10th December, are available on ParentPay.

Within school, we look forward to several celebrations with pupils, including our annual Christmas Dinner and Rewards Events.  On Thursday 18th December, Year 11 will receive their mock exam results. It is a busy and joyful time in school, and we look forward to sharing it with the pupils.

Due to the ransomware attack and the ongoing recovery of systems and resources, significant IT work will be taking place on Friday 19th December. Therefore, this day will now be a non-pupil day. If this causes any difficulties for your family, please contact Progress Leaders and we will arrange supervision in school. Otherwise, pupils will finish for the Christmas holidays on Thursday 18th December at 3:25pm. School will reopen for all pupils on Tuesday 6th January. Please also be aware that, as a result of the ransomware attack, we are currently unable to issue the progress reports that were due to be sent in December. These will now be sent out in January instead.


Wishing all families, a Happy and Holy Christmas - sending peace, love, joy and hope to all in the Maricourt family.

God Bless, 
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Mrs Hatton
Headteacher

Headteacher: Mrs T Hatton
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